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SPEECH
OF THE

IIon. Alexander Duncan, of Ohio,
In the House of Representatives, July 6, 1838.

On the bill making appropriations for harbors,
and in reply to the Speech of Mr. BOND, of

Ohio.
Mr. Dl'NCax addressed the Committee as

follows :

Mr. Chairman : I am happy to have this
opportunity to make some remarks in relation
to the financial policy adopted, and so far pur-
sued, by this and the late Administration.
The bill now under consideration has been
amended in the Senate, by striking, out the
appropriation of twenty thousand dollars for
the improvement of the Cumberland river
within the limits of Kentucky and Tennessee.

The gentleman from Kentucky, Mr. Wil
liams, says that this amendment was made
in a certain quarter (meaning the Senate) for
a certain purpose, ( suppose to punish the
people of Kentucky for not being more Dem-
ocratic and to affect a certain individual, Mr.
Clay. This may all be, if we arc prepared
to suppose that grave Senators could so far
forget their high stations as to make such pal-

s' . . H i . . ? ii.trv considerations an opiect ot action in me
discharge of their high functions and sacred
duties. But I think we may Una another rea
son for this judicious and laudable amend
mnt a reason that has its foundation in pa
tfmtism and economy. The howl of extrav
agant profligacy and bankruptcy has never
been out of our ears since the commencement
of the session until this time, and it will con-

tinue with the session. " Yes, sir, that howl
has cost the people more money than would
redeem the Treasury notes now in circulat-

ion, which constitutes our present national
debt. I say it was a regard for economy, and
a desire to confine the appropriations within
the probable estimates for the year, that in-

duced the Senate to make the amendment in
question.

Sir, what base and sickening inconsistency
do we witness here every day : a charge con-

stantly kept up that the Government is bank-
rupt, and the best prospects of the country ru-ine- dj

by a profligate Administration ; when it
is a well known fact, and the journals show
it, that every measure of extravagance and
profligacy is brought forward, sustained, and
carried through to a law, by those who are
opposed to the Administration, and who are
constantly denouncing it for its profligacy.

It seems, from the profligate and reckless
course of the Opposition in worthless and ex
travagant expenditures, that bankruptcy of
the Government is one of the means by which
this Administration is to be brought into dis-

repute with the people, and finally overthrown,
Whenever there is an attempt made at reform,
it is denounced as demagogueical. When-
ever there is an attempt made at economy and
prudence in public expenditures, the whole
pack of Oppositionists who may have the most
remote local interest, raise the howl that this
attempt at economy is made for party purpo-sm- .

to affect a certain State to affect cer
tain individuals and to effect certain pur-
poses. Yes, sir, although economy dwells on
the lips of a certain party, extravagance has
its home in their hearts. For the truth of
this assertion, I refer you to the examination
of the journals of the last six or eight years ;

where .on all appropriations made that savor
of extravagance, there. will be found a large
majority of the names of those opposed to this
and the last Administration in favor of such
measures, and the names of a large majority
of the members friendly to those Administra-
tions will be found to be recorded against
them.

Sir, I hold up the journals which contain
the evidences of what I say. I only ask in
vestigation. Among the vast number of un
warrantable appropriations, which I have not
time to notice specially, I ask your attention
to one, only distinguished from the rest by the
size of the sum. It is the appropriation made
in the session of 1835 and 1835, for liquida
ting the debt due from the District of Colum
bia to Holland, and for carrvinor out certain
improvements ior wnicn that loan was made.
This entire appropriation amounted; I think,
to one and a half millions. But let us inquire
for what purposes this money was applied.
It was applied first to the construction of a
canal through the suburbs ofyour city, ( Wash
ington,) which needs a canal about as much,
as a cart wants a third wheel. The south
side of the south wing of this Capitol faces the
whole line of that canal. - It is in view of ev-

ery one who looks , out of one of the south
windo W3. I have bean looking out for seven
months, and I have yet to see the first boat
disturb the stillness of its water. One is at a
loss to know which to be most astonised at,
the wickedness that conceived such unpardon-
able folly, or the sterility of the soil through
which the canal is excavated; pr the poverty
and sterility of the country for whose benefit
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it is made. This canal is ot wnig origin,- -

The next extravagant ana wortniess appro-

priation of this money is for the construction
of a turnpike road, made on the bank of the
nwnrvpakfi and Ohio canal. This road was
made at great expense, and runs the extent Qj

the District, Tho next is the turnpiKe roau
running parallel with the former. I am un--

able to draw the distinction petween uiu wuy
involved in the construction of each of those
roads. The existence of the one completely
supersedes the necessity of the other, ana ootn

of but little use. The hill rpad seems tojiave
been made, to display the power of the Fede-

ral Government to prostrate hills and fill up
hollows. I occasionally ride out in the even-

ing for exercise. My rides have, some six or
seven times, been on these roads. I general-

ly go out the bottom road and return the hill
road. I have once seen a shackling wagon,
drawn by two mules and a jack, (Demarara
nom A e-- k tlmt imp mi crht hnnor his hat on

their hip bones. This establishment was driv-
en bv a negro half naked, lame in one leg and
. - . - ot. C
blind ot one eye. l nis, sir, is a specimen ui
the use of what is called the bottom turnpike
road ; but I have never seen the first living
creature on the hill road except the horse I
rode. So much for the roads useless roads

I mean those that have come under my
observation, which have been maae oy me
people's money, and, I undertake to say, m
gross violation of their rights, if not in viola
tion ot tne constitution.

But, sir, the most profligate and extrava
gant appropriation is yet to ne presentea.
It is tne appropriation ionneueoriuwu iuiu
Alexandria canal and aqueduct. This canal
is now under way. Is located on the bank
of the Potomac a canal, deep, still, and wide,
(being tide water.) Why, sir, what will your
people say when they learn that half a mil
lion of their money lias ueen appropnaieu iur
the construction of a canal on the bank of the
Pntnmnp n miml constructed bv the Al--

VIVU1MV ' J

mighty, as far superior to your pitiful efforts,
as ?he majestic steamboat that rides upon its
bosom is superior to the contemptible packet
that floats upon your canal f tfut, sir, ior
whose benefit has this vast appropriation been
made ? For the benefit of the city of Alexan-
dria. It is almost incredible with those who
have seen Alexandria within the last three
or four years, that such an appropriation
should be made for her a city that seems to
have the anger of God and the hand of ruin
upon it now desolation itself, and without
the most remote propect of ever surviving.
The most total abstraction of trade from her
port, the barrenness and poverty of the soil
that surrounas ner, must ever prevent uer
from being revived. Nothing can save her
from final prostration and ruin. In half a
centurv from this time, there will hardly be a
standing monument of art for the tooth of
time to operate upon ; ana yei u wuj ior iw
benefit of these tottering remains of a city
that this vast and expensive work has been
undertaken, and to finish it must take much
of the sacred proceeds of toil and sweat of
those who will never see or witness the prac-

tical result of such consummate folly and
wicked, extravagance. Sir, you may draw
upon the industry of the people for, and re-

cover, a sufficient amount to complete this
work; but there never will be commercial
motion enough on it to prevent the stagnation
of its water. The noble canal which the Al-

mighty has made, (the Potomac,) and ofwhich
yours is but a contemptible imitation, will for-

ever bear the produce destined for other pla-

ces, (no toll being to be paid on it, but, like
other Divine gifts, free.) Your canal will be
the and birth-plac- e of reptiles, and
the abode of frogs. It will be a putrid, green
pool of pestilence ; and its exhalations will
spread disease and death over your country.
These, sir, are specimens of the appropriations
that have emptied your Treasury, and been

rt nf the means that have made it necessa
ry for yon to use your credit in the form of
Treasury notes, io Keep inc wiiwis i uv-emin- ent

in motion ; and I repeat it, that these
profligate appropriations are, maae at tne in-

stance, and carried into ruinous practice by
the votes of the very party who are constant
ly denouncing this and the late Aammistra- -

tion for their extravagance ana proiugaey,
Sir, my object in discussing this question

is not only for the purpose of sustaining the
amendment in question, and to sustain, the
principles and policy that' induced it, but also
to answer and refute many of the propositions
and assertions contained in a small pampniei
which I hold in my hand, purporting to be a
speech delivered by my colleague, Mr. Bond,
from Ohio,J on a resolution oiiereu &uuw uw
since by the gentleman from Virginia, on the
subject ot the public priming.

In order to give his remarks upon that res--

force with the Democratic party,
my colleague says that the gentleman who ok
farpd it acts general lv with the Administration
party. I deny that assertion. I deny that
the gentleman from Virginia, Col. Hopkins,
has acted generally wtm me AUiiumsimuuii
party ; and I say so without any disrespect to
the gentleman, for he has a right to act with
whatever party he pleases, and no one has a
rirht.to question his motive?. But fair play
is&a jewel ; and my colleague must represent
thine-- as they are, not as he would desire to

have them, for political enect. sir, mis. a
little pamphlet, but it contains more Federal
poison in a small way, than any thing I ever
saw of the kind- - It is a little pamphlet, and
its whole contents remind rne of minnow-catchin- g.

I live near a river called the Little
Miami ; and into it there empties a creek cal-

led Sycamore. I fish in the river, and my
bov catches minnows in the creek for bait. -

Tt is this last operation that the contents of
th i . 1 ittle pamphlet remind me of. It is a sys
tpm of a small kind of faMlt-findi- ng ; and yet
t o.yi tnid that there is not. a foul stream of
Federalism in the Union, on which it does not
float. Every corrupt, boiight-u- p Federal press
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in these United States. lam tnld. has triven it 1 that thev content themselves with mere cla-- 1 There was a cargo of powder on board.
an insertion in its columns : and the mails have mor, without attempting to da any thing to I The crew and passengers, amounting to mne
prroaned under the weight of its multiplied bring about reform, is conclusive that they. .dp teen in all, were instantly, to save their lives
numbers, by the franking privilege, ever, since not-belje- ve there is any thing .wrong in the compelled to take to boats, two in number,
it made its appearance. - principle arid have only one object in view, They had left the vessel but half an hour

Sir, seeing, on one occasion, a great num- - that is to put others out ofoflice that they may when she blew up : and with her went the
ber of Federal members engaged busily in getin, . How they used their power over the despatches, ; After the lapse of seventy-fou- r

franking documents, my curiosity in4uce4 me public money, wlijle in office, and how they hours without water or food, the famished crew
to walkround among them to inquire what may be expected tP use it again, J will at-- reached the island of Hayti, from whence they
documents they were franking for distribution, tempt to show before I am done. got home as well as they could. I believe
T nslrr-- d nnp TlTr TWn's Rnppr.h ; nnnther : But mv colleague brings a general charge Mr. Early was paid the same as though he
Mr. Bond's speech; another: Mr. Bond's against the party in power, who, by their re-- had delivered the despatches. Perhaps this

d oresentatives in part (Colonel Benton, Mr. was wrong : but I can tell vou something
ko on. This led me to a perusal of mv col- - Cam.breleng. and others) had promised some- -

league's speech, and the vast circulation which thing like reform should they get into power)
was given to it, ior political eneci, inauceu " uvu ""tvA)
v, c-,- a ctnticti'ste I- - T mio-h- f thev set out in a report on that subiect, and

lully

speecn.

administration.
Clav of

that he found rather
neutralize any poisonous effects his speech which my colleague has presented in a garbled pleasant, (he being a pleasant man,) being
mie-h- t have on the political atmospnere. i manner io uts puunc aiicinwu, w"""S" pimupaiiy uwwiuiuw .
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ministration, to procure the discharge of the
diplomatc duties of one single individual.
I thinkthis offset the Russia diplomatic
story. My colleague better hava kept
that storv in the dark, as his reform is a' kind
of one-side- d reform. My colleague says the
State Department sent Mr. Early to Bogota
with despatches, and that he never delivered
thorn, but received his pay. Well, sir, this was
a hard case,' and, taken in the abstract, smacks

and imnrovidence. But what is the
whole sfory 1 Mrf rly was seijt to Bogota
with despatches : when tne way, anawuu
in two davs of ; Thomas, the vessel in
wfiifth had taken- - passage caught fire.
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does not seem to think so, Wliy? Js it be
cause he belonged to his party '

AVell. Mr. Kendall filled the Fourth Audi
tor's Office "with men of business," and what
was the consequence 1 Much of its business
was one, two, and three years in arrears, and
in about a twelve month," it was brought com-

pletely up. Did he obtain or ask any addi-

tional' force? No, sir. After the business
was brought up, he suffered two clerkships
to remain vacant fora long time, & one until
He left the office, because, having "men of
business" about him, he did not need the
whole force which-th- e law allowed. More-

over, under the Clay administration, which
my colleague would restore, the contingent
appropropriation for the Fourth Auditor's
Office was $1,500 a year : but Mr. Kendall
reduced it to $1,000, and one year asked for
no appropriation at all, having enough sur-
plus of former appropriations on hand to meet
his wants. Thus tne expenaitures ot tne
office wero largely reduced by him, while its
business was greatly improved. Wh at credit
do mv colleague and his friends give him for
it? They have poured on him, irom uegin-nin- o-

to end. a torrent of unceasing abuse.
' JO .

On everv new exposure ol a defaulter or a
rogue, through his instrumentality, their abuse
has been redoubled, clearly showing that an
honest and fearless public officer is their high
est antipathy..

While complaining that the party in power
have not made the promised reforms, my col-

league gives incontestible evidence of his sin-
cerity by sneering at those which were made.
He even finds grounds of 'attack upon Mr.

Kendall for sending to the post office, tp be
charged with postage, the letters and pamph-

lets fraudulently enclosed to the Fourth Au-

ditor to' evade the post office laws, and for dis- -

nntinninor snndrv newspapers, because he
could derive no assistance from them &n ssttl
in the accounts of the United States Navy."
Yes. sir. in the reforms actually made by Mr.
Kendall, as well as in those not made, the
bank attorneys, immaculate and consistent
men' ! find ground of attack ! !

7 When Mr. Kendall went into the Fourth

t
; voi. iv jo. 195. ;

Thrtc Dollars per lnmnn.

Auditor's office, the legal postage on private
letters received under cover to the. Fourth
Auditor, was about a dollar a day, or ar the
rate of $365 a year, and on the supposition
that as great a number had gone out under
his predecessor's frank, the fraud on the post
office revenue, through that single office, un
der the Cl ay-ada- ms administration, was

u
f

4
t

over $JCO a year ! Mr. Kendall put an entire i
stop to this abuse, and what thanks does ce, ,

get from the Bank stipendiaries ? They hate ;

and abuse him the worse for it. But, sap rcy
colleague, he franked some prospectuses cf
the Globe. Well, ifhe chpseto send them to j
his friends, had he not a lawful Tight to do
so ? Did he violate any law, or do so mucn j

of it as to constitute an abuse ?. That is net
pretended, nor can it be with truth. But be-- ,?
cause he put a stop tp violations of the law, jS;

and then exercised his privilege in conformi- - j
IV Willi liiW, Uie XJclllJV huujucvo xjxiu u xx

consistency in. it ! I can tell my colleague
upon undoubted, authority, that Mr. Kendall's
course m that respect is not cnangea ; max ne
uniformly sends to the post office letters for

plnspd to him. to be charged withv 7 1 J K

postage, and sometimes pays it himself; that i

he covers" no letters with his frank, not strictly
his own ; no, not even those pf his wife arid : !

children. What praire does he get trom tne
Bank attorneys for this scrupulous pbedience
to the law ? The highest praise their unr
ccasiyig aluse.

My colleague finds a vast inconsistency in
Mr. Kendall's discontinuing newspapers as
Fourth Auditor, because they gave him no
assistance in settling the accounts of th
United gtates Navy," and paying fora number
ofthem "ae Postmaster General 1 Jg this effort
to show inconsistency a whit shprt of con-

temptible? The papers were not pfuseto
him in performing his public duty as Fourth
Auditor, and therefore he did. not take them;
they are of use to him in performing his duly
as Postmaster General, ana tnereiore ne aoes
lot discontinue . them. Is there any incon
sistency in this I None put a Bank attprncy
can make it out. While Mr. rvenaan was
Fourth Auditor, he paid all his newspaper
subscriptions out of his own pocket, because
they were exclusively ior nis priVWPUs?,
as Postmaster General, it is essential that he
should have pot only the general but the local
intelligence from every quarter ol the coun-

try, and the only wonder is that he pays so
little for it.

It is natural, sir, for the .Bank attorneys' to
find fault with the part acted by Mr. Kendall
in the removal of the deposites. Tbir client
was destroved by mat measure, ana tne
source of many a good fee dried up. But
here, again, Mr. Kendall is toiiowea Dy misre-
presentation. He got ten dollars a day," it
is said, "for doing this injury to the pubiic'j-meani- ng

the Bank, Now, sir, 1 pronounce
this statement entirely without foundation.
Mr. Kendall, under an appointment from the
Secretary of the Treasury, visited the cities
of Baltimore, Philadelphia, New York and
Boston, to negotiate with the banks, and spent
some days in each city. He had necessarily
to see much company at the hotels where he
stopped, and those who have had occasion to
take private parlors, and have private tables,
at the public houses in those cities, where they
necessarily see, and treat civilly, many gentle-
men calling on them, know that the actual
expense, incmaing travelling, cuii ctan-w- j

average less than ten dollars a day. Mr.
Kendall paid all these expenses out of his own
pocket, and received from the Treasury barely-pnnuor-h

tn make himself whole. This is the
whole of this mighty affair, and the sum re-

ceived, all told, was $316 11. How rich this
man must have made himself!

My colleague follows Mr. Kendall into the
Post Office Department, and makes another
mistake at the first jump. "The printed list
of clerks hi his Department," wiys he, "ex-

hibits his father-in-la- w and two nephews,
with salaries of $1,000, $1,200, and $1,400,".
&c Mr. Kendall has not, and never had,

b

n

i

two nephews among the clerks of his Depart-me- n.

But what if he had two nephews in
his Department ? Have they not as good a
right to be there as any body else, if they are
honest and 'competent to the duties assigned?
If there be places of peculiar trust, is it wrong
that the head of a Department shculd fill

I
I
t
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although they may be his nephews or his
brother ? When abuses and frauds, instead
of the most honest and honorable discharge
of their public duties, are perpetrated by his
relations, itwill.be time enough to censure
their appointment. !

Nothing will satisfy these Bank attorneys.
Major Barry is abused for not keeping every
thing right in the Post Office Department,
and Mr. Kendall is abused ior putting every
thing right., The committees of Congress,
majority and minority, complained of Major
Barry for making extravagant allowances to
Stockton and Stokes, and now Mr. Kendall
is abused for not being willing, to pay them
allowances a thousand times more extravagant
One of my worthy colleagues Mr. Whit
tlesey I believ? wrote some twonty-nv-e

pages in a book, 30,000 copies of which were
printed by order of the House to prove that
Major Barry had allowed those contractors
some $J 00,000 more than they were entitled
to by law, and yet voted for an acjt pnder
color of jyhieh they have been allowed
$161,000 more under the same pretences, and
lias stood quietly by and seen Mr. Kendall
compelled to pay it by judicial usurpation, if
not something worse. I should like to ask
my honorable colleague Mr. Whittlesey
a question or twol . Did he not thoroughly
understand this case, having investigated and
written a long report about it? Whjeri the
bill for the relief of Stockton, and "Stokes was
before the .House, did he not offer a long
string of provisbn, which were, adopted.?
Were hot those prpvisos, so carefully framed
as noLto touch one af tlts&laims in coniro- -
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